  AMERICAN GOVERNMENT COURSE SYLLABUS
 Maynard H. Jackson High School
Teacher Information 

	Teachers: Ms. Alison Browne;

(2B and 4B) Dr. Winsome Morgan
	Website: msalisonbrowne.weebly.com

	Room Number: 1279
	Email: agbrowne@atlanta.k12.ga.us                  (2B and 4B)  wmbartley@atlanta.k12.ga.us

	Semester: Spring 2015
	Tutorial Days: Mondays and Wednesdays

	Tutorial Hours: 3:35-4:30pm and by appointment

	Phone Number: 404-802-5200
	Tutorial Location: Room 1279


Additional School Information 
	Name
	Position
	Email

	Ms. Stephanie Johnson
	Principal
	stsjohnson@atlanta.k12.ga.us

	Ms. Melissa Gautreaux
	Assistant Principal
	mgautreaux@atlanta.k12.ga.us

	Mr. Donovan Murdock
	Assistant Principal 
	dmurdock@atlanta.k12.ga.us

	Mr. Adam Danser
	9th Grade Academy Leader
	adanser@atlanta.k12.ga.us

	Mr. Roy Foster
	10th Grade Academy Leader
	rfoster@atlanta.k12.ga.us

	Ms. Sharonda Murrell
	11th Grade Academy Leader 
	smurrell@atlanta.k12.ga.us

	Dr. Faya Paul
	12th Grade Academy Leader
	fmpaul@atlanta.k12.ga.u.s

	Ms. Rebecca Ginsberg
	9th Grade Counselor 
	rlginsberg@atlanta.k12.ga.us


Course Description:


This course investigates the origins, structure and purpose of the United States Government. Through examining primary sources, current events, and informational texts, students will be able to describe and critique our system of government, the three branches, and extract government actions in current events. 
American Government Georgia Performance Standards:

SSCG1 The student will demonstrate knowledge of the political philosophies that shaped the development of United States constitutional government.

SSCG2 The student will analyze the natural rights philosophy and the nature of government expressed in the Declaration of Independence.

SSCG3 The student will demonstrate knowledge of the United States Constitution
SSCG4 The student will demonstrate knowledge of the organization and powers of the national government.
SSCG5 The student will demonstrate knowledge of the federal system of government described in the United States Constitution
SSCG6 The student will demonstrate knowledge of civil liberties and civil rights.

SSCG7 The student will describe how thoughtful and effective participation in civic life is characterized by obeying the law, paying taxes, serving on a jury, participating in the political process, performing public service, registering for military duty, being informed about current issues, and respecting differing opinions.
SSCG8 The student will demonstrate knowledge of local, state, and national elections
SSCG9 The student will explain the differences between the House of Representatives and the Senate, with emphasis on terms of office, powers, organization, leadership, and representation of each house.
SSCG10 The student will describe the legislative process including the roles played by committees and leadership.
SSCG11 The student will describe the influence of lobbyists (business, labor, professional organizations) and special interest groups on the legislative process.
SSCG12 The student will analyze the various roles played by the President of the United States; include Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, chief executive, chief agenda setter, representative of the nation, chief of state, foreign policy leader, and party leader.

SSCG13 The student will describe the qualifications for becoming President of the

United States
SSCG15 The student will explain the functions of the departments and agencies of the federal bureaucracy.
SSCG16 The student will demonstrate knowledge of the operation of the federal judiciary.
SSCG17 The student will demonstrate knowledge of the organization and powers of state and local government described in the Georgia Constitution.
SSCG18 The student will demonstrate knowledge of the powers of Georgia’s state and local governments.
SSCG19 The student will compare and contrast governments that are unitary, confederal, andbfederal; autocratic, oligarchic and democratic; and presidential and parliamentary.

SSCG20 The student will describe the tools used to carry out United States foreign policy(diplomacy; economic, military, and humanitarian aid; treaties; sanctions and military intervention).

SSCG21 The student will describe the causes and effects of criminal activity.
SSCG22 The student will demonstrate knowledge of the criminal justice process.

Couse Schedule and other Important Dates*
	Date
	Topic

	January 5-6
	Unit 1 Themes in American Government

	January 7-26
	Unit 2 Your Day In Court! (the judicial system)

	January 27- Feb 10th
	Unit 3 Rules Were Made to be Broken (the legislative branch)

	Feb 11th – 27th 
	Unit 4 The Executive Branch  

	March 2nd – 17th 
	Unit 5 The Federal System  

	March 18th – April 1st 
	Unit 6 Why this form of Government? 

	April 2nd – May 8th 
	Unit 7 Individuals, Groups, and Choices 

	May 9th – May 22nd 
	Review and final exams  


* Testing dates subject to change at teacher’s discretion 

*Unit length based on the Atlanta Public Schools pacing guide for American Government 
Grading Scale*
	Area
	% of Total
	Area
	% of Total

	Classroom Activities 
	20%
	Homework
	10%

	Projects
	20%
	Tests
	25%

	Quizzes
	10%
	Final Exam
	15%



* Based on established national/international standards for the Advanced Placement and International 
Baccalaureate Programs, these courses are exempted from and/or may make modifications to the system-wide 
grading percentages.  
Required Materials: 
1 3-ring binder              
                       ** All students must bring in materials by Monday January 12th **
Writing utensil (pen or pencil)

Loose-leaf paper 

Classroom Expectations*
	RULES
	CONSEQUENCES

	Respect classroom, peers, and teacher
	1st offense- verbal warning

	Use clean, kind, and appropriate language
	2nd offense- move seats

	Follow all school wide rules
	3rd offense- behavior sheet & call home

	Arrive on time with all required materials
	4th offense- Referral to administrator 

	Follow directions the first time they are given
	5th offense- removal from classroom 


  *additional computer lab expectations include: walking to the computer lab in a quiet and orderly fashion, no rolling around on wheeled chairs, and absolutely no food or drink in the computer labs. 
Late Assignments: Late assignments will be accepted with proper documentation or with a penalty of 10 points. 
Make-up Policy: Students need to check the homework log, the homework site on the school  

website, their class calendar, the make-up binder, or with other classmates for missed assignments.  All students needing to make up a test will need to discuss the make-up date with Ms. Browne or Dr. Morgan.  Acquiring all make-up assignments will be the responsibility of the student.
Homework: Homework will be given each unit and will be indicated on the students’ personal class calendars, assigned in class, and written on the board. 
Homework Hotline: Students can access the Atlanta Public Schools Homework Hotline for free.  The Homework Hotline is available Monday through Thursday, 4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., except during holiday and semester breaks. The hotline telephone number is 678-553-3029.
Technology use in class: Students will occasionally be permitted to use smartphones for academic research.  They may not have their cell phones out without permission or for personal use.  Such uses will result in disciplinary actions. Students will be responsible for the loss or damage of their own personal devices as well as school issued technology. 
Honor Code: The policy of academic honesty will be held sacred in the classroom and with all assignments. This policy covers the areas of lying about information with the purpose misrepresenting the truth, stealing property without permission violating copyright laws or plagiarizing, and academic dishonesty with regards to giving or receiving  information or assistance on graded work that is supposed to be individual work.  A full disclosure of the Honor Code policy will be signed by all parents and students. 
Use of Ms. Browne’s Website: Ms. Browne’s website will be updated weekly with assignments, homework, important dates, and all class notes.  Students will be expected to check the website if they missed class or are unsure of what is due.  The website is also a resource for parents to know what is happening in the classroom.  The website address is: http://msalisonbrowne.weebly.com/
Additional Resources for Parents: The most helpful resource for parents to stay informed about your child’s 
             World Geography class is through Ms. Browne’s website.  Additional helpful resources include:


1. Atlanta Public Schools Website- www.atlanta.k12.ga.us



2. Georgia Performance Standards- www.georgiastandards.org



3. Infinite Campus Parent Portal- Contact Parent Liaison Jeffery Holms at

Jeholmes@atlanta.k12.ga.us or (404) 802-5221        
Conference:  May be scheduled by calling the school to set up an individual conference with teachers.                                       

           or by emailing agbrowne@atlanta.k12.ga.us and wmbartley@atlanta.k12.ga.us
Affirmation:  By signing below, I affirm that I have received the course syllabus; it has been explained to me by the instructor, and I agree to abide by the guidelines set forth in this syllabus.  The student should have this syllabus signed and placed in the front of their binder no later than Monday January 12th. 
_________________________                           
  ________________________
Student Signature                     


  Date
_________________________                             
 ________________________
Parent / Guardian Signature                                         Date
