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AP®
Human Geography	
Course Overview

The course is structured according to the course outline found in the most recent 
AP® Human Geography Course Description published by the College Board. There 
are seven units of study. At the beginning of each unit, students receive a unit 
calendar that indicates the lecture topics or activities for each day, the reading 
assignments, the quiz dates, and other information about the unit.

Atlanta Public Schools Grading Scale
A 90-100		B 80-89	C 70-39	F 0-69

Grade Distribution
Your grade for each nine-week grading period will be determined using this formula:

 Unit Exams: 20%
 Papers: 20%
 Midterm/Final Exam: 20%
 Class work/Warm Ups: 20%
 Homework: 20%

A quick word about tests: We will have multiple choice questions on each test, but most of each will ask you to describe or identify something through short answers and essays. You’ll need to know the material well — rather than simply being able to recognize it from a range of choices. When studying material, be sure to consider the significance and interrelatedness of various things. Don’t simply memorize names and dates; consider the overall importance of those names and dates, and think about why they are considered “historical.”

AP Exam May 15, 2015

Deficiency Dates
	September
	November
	February
	April

Progress Dates
	October
	March
[bookmark: _GoBack]

HUMAN GEOGRAPHY UNITS
UNIT I: - NATURE AND PERSPECTIVES  5-10% of AP Exam

The AP Human Geography course emphasizes the importance of geography as a field of inquiry and briefly discusses the emergence of academic geography in nineteenth century Europe. The course introduces students to the importance of spatial organization—the location of places, people, and events, and the connections among places and landscapes—in the understanding of human life on Earth.

Geographic concepts emphasized throughout the course are location, space, place, scale, pattern, regionalization, and globalization. These concepts are basic to students’ understanding of spatial interaction and spatial behavior, the dynamics of human population growth and movement, patterns of culture, economic activities, political organization of space, and human settlement patterns, particularly urbanization. Students learn how to use and interpret maps. They also learn to apply mathematical formulas, models, and qualitative data to geographical concepts. The course also makes use of the concept of the region, encourages students to consider the regional organization of various phenomena, and enables students to create regions in order to illustrate process.

A significant outcome of the course is students’ awareness of the relevance of academic geography to everyday life and decision making. This combination of the academic and the applied gives students a sophisticated view of the world and an understanding of the manifold applications of what they have learned in the course.

UNIT II: POPULATION PATTERNS AND PROCESSES  13-17% of AP Exam 

An understanding of the ways in which the human population is organized geographically provides AP students with the tools they need to make sense of cultural, political, economic, and urban systems. Thus, many of the concepts and theories encountered in this part of the course crosscut with other course modules. In addition, the course themes of scale, pattern, place, and interdependence can all be illustrated with population topics. For example, students may analyze the distribution of the human population at different scales: global, continental, national, state or province, and local community.

Explanations of why population is growing or declining in some places and not others center on understanding the processes of fertility, mortality, and migration. In stressing the relevance of place context, for example, students may assess why fertility rates have dropped in some parts of the developing world but not in others, and how age–sex structures vary from one country to another. Analysis of refugee flows, immigration, internal migration, and residential mobility helps students appreciate the interconnections between population phenomena and other topics.

Environmental degradation may prompt rapid out-migration and urbanization, in turn creating new pressures on the environment. Refugee flows may be magnified when groups have no access to political power because of the way boundaries have been drawn. Rapid immigration to certain parts of the world fosters regional differences in industrial employment and political sentiment toward foreigners. This part of the course also aids in our understanding of contemporary growth trends by considering how models of population change, including the demographic and epidemiological (mortality) transitions. Given these kinds of understandings, students are in a position to evaluate the role, strengths, and weaknesses of major population policies. For example, how might increasing the education levels of females lead to lower fertility?

UNIT III: CULTURAL PATTERNS AND PROCESSES  13-17% of AP Exam 

Understanding the components and regional variations of cultural patterns and processes is critical to human geography. In this section of the course, students begin with the concept of culture. They learn how geographers assess the spatial and place dimensions of cultural groups as defined by language, religion, race, ethnicity, and gender, in the present as well as the past.

A central concern is to comprehend how cultural patterns are represented at a variety of geographic scales from local to global. Diffusion is a key concept in understanding how cultural traits (for example, agricultural practices and language) move through time and space to new locations. Students learn that the concept of region is central to the spatial distribution of cultural attributes.

The course also explores cultural differences at various scales according to language, religion, ethnicity, and gender. The geographies of language and religion are studied to illustrate processes of cultural diffusion and cultural differences. For example, students learn to distinguish between languages and dialects; ethnic and universalizing religions; and popular and folk cultures, and to understand why each has a different geographic pattern.
An important emphasis of the course is the way culture shapes human–environment relationships. For example, religion can influence environmental
perception and modification. Students also come to understand how culture is expressed in landscapes, and how landscapes in turn represent cultural identity. Built environments enable the geographer to interpret cultural values, tastes, and sets of beliefs. For example, both folk and contemporary architecture are rich and readily available means of comprehending cultures and changes in landscapes.

UNIT IV: POLITICAL ORGANIZATION OF SPACE  13-17% of AP Exam

This section of the course introduces students to the nature and significance of the political organization of territory at different scales. Students learn that political patterns reflect ideas about how Earth’s surface should be organized and affect a wide range of activities and understandings.

The course gives primary attention to the political geography of the modern state or country. Students are introduced to the different forces that shaped the evolution of the contemporary world political map, including the rise of the nation-states in Europe and the influence of colonialism. Students also learn about the basic structure of the political map and the inconsistencies between maps of political boundaries and maps of ethnic, economic, and environmental patterns. In addition, students consider some of the forces that are changing the role of individual countries in the modern world,
including ethnic separatism, devolution, supranationalism, economic globalization, the emergence of regional economic blocs, and the need to confront environmental problems that cross national boundaries.

This part of the course also focuses on political units above, below, and beyond the state. For example, at the scale above the state, attention is directed to regional integration schemes and alliances, such as NATO, the European Union, and NAFTA. At the scale below the state, students are introduced to the ways in which electoral districts, municipal boundaries, and ethnic territories affect political, social, and economic processes. In addition, students study how particular policies affect the spatial organization of cultural and social life, as in the case of racial segregation. Through study of these matters, students understand the importance of the political organization of territory in the contemporary world.

UNIT V: AGRICULTURE AND RURAL LAND USE  13-17% of AP Exam
This section of the course explores four themes: the origin and spread of agriculture; the characteristics of the world’s agricultural regions; reasons why these regions function the way they do; and the impact of agricultural change on the quality of life and the environment. Students first examine centers where domestication originated and study the processes by which domesticates spread. This diffusion process makes clear why distinct regional patterns of diet, energy use, and agrarian technology emerged.

The course next examines Earth’s major agricultural production regions. Extensive activity (fishing, forestry, nomadic herding, ranching, shifting cultivation) and intensive activity (plantation agriculture, mixed crop/livestock systems, market gardening, horticulture, factory farms) are examined, as are settlement patterns and landscapes typical of each major agriculture type. In addition, students learn about land survey systems, environmental conditions, and cultural values that created and sustain the patterns.

Explanations for the location of agricultural activities are another major concern. Von Thünen’s land use model, agricultural change, such as the impact of factory farming on food supplies, and the distribution of crops and animals are also emphasized. The need for increased food supplies and the capacity to increase food production concludes this section.

UNIT VI: CITIES AND URBAN LAND USE  13-17% of AP Exam 

The course divides urban geography into two subfields. The first is the study of systems of cities, focusing on where cities are located and why they are there. This involves an examination of such topics as the current and historical distribution of cities; the political, economic, and cultural functions of cities; reasons for differential growth among cities; and types of transportation and communication linkages among cities. Theories of settlement geography, such as Christaller’s central place theory, the rank size rule, and the gravity model are also introduced. Quantitative information on
such topics as population growth, migration fields, zones of influence, and job creation are used to analyze changes in the urban hierarchy.

The second subfield focuses on the form, internal structure, and landscapes of cities and emphasizes what cities are like as places in which to live and work. Students are introduced to such topics as the analysis of patterns of urban land use, racial and ethnic segregation, types of intracity transportation, architectural traditions, and cycles of uneven construction and development. Students’ understanding of cities as places is enhanced by both quantitative data from the census and qualitative information from narrative accounts and field studies. Students also study models of internal city structure: for example, the Burgess concentric zone model, the Hoyt sector model, and the Harris–Ullman multiple nuclei model. Topics such as economic systems, culture, architectural history, and the evolution of various transportation technologies in different parts of the world can be useful in the analysis of spatial patterns and landscapes evident in cities.

While much of the literature in urban geography focuses on the cities of North America, comparative urbanization is an increasingly important topic. The study of European, Islamic, East and South Asian, Latin American, and sub-Saharan African cities serves to illustrate how differing economic systems and cultural values can lead to variations in the spatial structures and landscapes of urban places. Students also examine current trends in urban development that are affecting urban places, such as the emergence of edge cities, new urbanism, and the gentrification of neighborhoods. In addition, students evaluate urban planning design initiatives and community actions, such as those that reduce energy use and protect the environment, that will shape cities in the future.

UNIT VII: INDUSTRIALIZATION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  13-17% of AP Exam

Economic activity has a spatial character influenced by the interaction of several factors, including natural resources, culture, politics, and history in specific places. By dividing economic activities into key sectors, students can appreciate why natural resources have different values for different societies, and how places and regions acquire comparative advantages for development.

In this section of the course, students learn about the geographic elements of industrialization and development, including the Industrial Revolution. Students need to understand how models of economic development, such as Rostow’s stages of economic growth, Wallerstein’s World Systems Theory, and Millennium Development Goals help to explain why the world is described as being divided into a more well-developed core and a less-developed periphery. The course also includes a comparison of location theories, such as those by Weber and von Thünen, which stress resource and market dependence, with accounts of economic globalization, which accent time–space compression and the new international division of labor. As an example,
students study the reasons why some Asian economies achieved rapid rates of growth in the 1980s while most sub-Saharan African economies experienced decline. In addition, students need to understand patterns of economic growth and decline in North America.

This part of the course also addresses contemporary issues surrounding economic activity. For example, countries, regions, and communities must confront new patterns of economic inequity that are linked to geographies of interdependence in the global economy. Communities also face difficult questions regarding use and conservation of resources and the impact of pollution on the environment and quality of life. Students study the impact of deindustrialization, the disaggregation of production, the development of commodity chains, and the rise of consumption and leisure activities.

UNIT VIII: THE CHANGING ENVIRONMENTAL CONTEXT
The impact of human society on the environment concludes the course.  Field fragmentation, consolidation/reorganization, and ownership issues receive attention. The course also focuses on land degradation (deforestation, soil erosion, salinization, overgrazing, soil fertility loss, desertification) and the social consequences of changing economic practices (migration, social stratification, disease transmission, landlessness). Techniques and strategies for increasing productive output, such as the Green Revolution and genetic engineering, are examined.

This part of the course also aids in our understanding of modern growth trends by considering how models of population change, including the demographic and epidemiological (mortality) transitions, and also addresses contemporary issues surrounding economic activity. For example, countries, regions, and communities must confront new patterns of economic inequity that are linked to geographies of interdependence in the global economy. Communities also face difficult questions regarding use and conservation of resources and the impact of pollution on environment and quality of life.. Given these kinds of understandings, students are in a position to evaluate the role, strengths, and weaknesses of major government policies concerning population, pollution, migration, education, and ethnic tension.

Required Materials: 
1 3-ring binder 
Binder separators	                        ** All students must bring in materials by Monday August 11**
Writing utensil (pen or pencil)
Loose-leaf paper 

Classroom Expectations*
	RULES
	CONSEQUENCES

	Respect classroom, peers, and teacher
	1st offense- verbal warning

	Use clean, kind, and appropriate language
	2nd offense- move seats

	Follow all school wide rules
	3rd offense- behavior sheet & call home

	Arrive on time with all required materials
	4th offense- Referral to administrator 

	Follow directions the first time they are given
	5th offense- removal from classroom 


  *additional computer lab expectations include: walking to the computer lab in a quiet and orderly fashion, no rolling around on wheeled chairs, and absolutely no food or drink in the computer labs. 


[bookmark: Text34]Late Assignments: Late assignments will not be accepted unless a student has an excused absence from                                                          
            School. 


Make-up Policy: Students need to check the homework log, the homework site on the school  
website, their class calendar, the make-up binder, or with other classmates for missed assignments.  All students needing to make up a test will need to discuss the make-up date with Ms. Browne.  Acquiring all make-up assignments will be the responsibility of the student.

Homework: Homework will be given weekly and will be indicated on the students’ personal class calendars, assigned in class, and written on the board. 

Homework Hotline: Students can access the Atlanta Public Schools Homework Hotline for free.  The Homework Hotline is available Monday through Thursday, 4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., except during holiday and semester breaks. The hotline telephone number is 678-553-3029.

Technology use in class: Students will occasionally be permitted to use smartphones for academic research.  They may not have their cell phones out without permission or for personal use.  Such uses will result in disciplinary actions. Students will be responsible for the loss or damage of their own personal devices as well as school issued technology. 




Honor Code: The policy of academic honesty will be held sacred in the classroom and with all assignments. This policy covers the areas of lying about information with the purpose misrepresenting the truth, stealing property without permission violating copyright laws or plagiarizing, and academic dishonesty with regards to giving or receiving  information or assistance on graded work that is supposed to be individual work.  A full disclosure of the Honor Code policy will be signed by all parents and students. 

Use of Ms. Browne’s Website: Ms. Browne’s website will be updated weekly with assignments, homework, important dates, and all class notes.  Students will be expected to check the website if they missed class or are unsure of what is due.  The website is also a resource for parents to know what is happening in the classroom.  The website address is: http://msalisonbrowne.weebly.com/
	
Additional Resources for Parents: The most helpful resource for parents to stay informed about your child’s AP Human Geography class is through Ms. Browne’s website.  Additional helpful resources include:
	1. Atlanta Public Schools Website- www.atlanta.k12.ga.us	
2. AP Human Geography Resources: http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/teachers_corner/8154.html
	3. Infinite Campus Parent Portal- Contact Parent Liaison Jeffery Holms at
Jeholmes@atlanta.k12.ga.us or (404) 802-5221        

Conference:  May be scheduled by calling the school to set up an individual conference with teacher.  or by emailing agbrowne@atlanta.k12.ga.us

Affirmation:  By signing below, I affirm that I have received the course syllabus; it has been explained to me by the instructor, and I agree to abide by the guidelines set forth in this syllabus.  The student should have this syllabus signed and placed in the front of their binder no later than Monday August 11th. 

_________________________                           	  ________________________
Student Signature                     			  Date

_________________________                             	 ________________________
Parent / Guardian Signature                                         Date





