Name:_______________________							Date:_________________

Declaration of Independence Excerpts

EXCERPT A: We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to affect their Safety and Happiness.

1. What is the closest definition to the word unalienable?
A. Stupid         B. Fake        C. Central        D. Greedy 

2. What are the three unalienable rights of all men?
A.________________________________
B.________________________________
C.________________________________

3. What does the bolded sentence mean? Do you agree with it?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

EXCERPT B: The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.
1. According to the Declaration of Independence, describe the type of leader that the King of Great Britain (King George III) was to the colonists. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
EXCERPT C:.
He has cut off our Trade with all parts of the world:
He has imposed Taxes on us without our Consent: 
He has deprived us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:

1. Above are 3 of the 27 grievances (complaints) that the colonists had about the British government.  Who is the “he” in the statements above?
______________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Choose one of the grievances and explain what it means.  Circle the one that you choose.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

EXCERPT D: …Publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; 
1. What is the purpose of Excerpt D?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name:_________________________								Date:_______________

Bell Ringer
Directions: Silently answer the questions below using the political cartoon on the board. 

1. What do you think social contract means?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Describe what the two men are agreeing upon.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What might an agreement like this look like today? Give an example or scenario of a modern-day agreement like this. (HINT: it does not need to be about the same topic- there is no one “right” answer for this one.)
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Today’s Objective
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Dear Mrs. Johnson Activity
Directions: Silently brainstorm 5 complaints that you have for Mrs. Johnson in the box below.

	








Directions: Work with your partner for 5 minutes to write a letter to Mrs. Johnson about your complaints.  Make sure you and your partner agree on the same 5 complaints. Your letter should be formal with an introduction, but you can list your complaints in bullets or you can write it in a paragraph.  Start it with “Dear Mrs. Johnson,”
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Declaration of Independence Fast Facts

· Gave the colonies_______________________ from _______________________
· Listed ____________________ to the _____________________ of England (George III)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Ratified (__________________________) on July 4th 1776
