Brown v. Board of Education
[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSva0ELZyHjlQ89ys4iO-srmLf4PUDWhHxsT8RGgqfB-C8HkgsSBQ]In Topeka, Kansas in the 1950s, schools were segregated by race. Each day, Linda Brown and her sister had to walk through a dangerous railroad switchyard to get to the bus stop for the ride to their all-black elementary school. There was a school closer to the Brown's house, but it was only for white students. Linda Brown and her family believed that the segregated school system violated the Fourteenth Amendment and took their case to court. Federal district court decided that segregation in public education was harmful to black children, but because all-black schools and all-white schools had similar buildings, transportation, curricula, and teachers, the segregation was legal. The Browns appealed their case to Supreme Court stating that even if the facilities were similar, segregated schools could never be equal to one another. The Court decided that state laws requiring separate but equal schools violated the Equal Protection Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment. 

Directions: Answer the following questions in complete sentences. 
1. Describe the facts of this case in your own words.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What was the first court that this case went to and what was the decision?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What was the last court that this case went to and what was the decision?
[bookmark: _GoBack]______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Did the Supreme Court Justices that heard this case use the philosophy of judicial restraint or judicial activism? How do you know? Cite specific evidence from the text. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Describe the importance of this case. Are all school are in fact equal today? How do you know?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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