Name:___________________________






Date:_____________
How a Bill Becomes a Law Project
You and your partner need to identify one problem you would like to fix.  This problem can relate to either the school, your community, or the country.  You then need to write a bill about the problem.  Your bill must include:

· A clear description of the problem you are trying to solve

· A description of how this problem can be resolved

· A proposal for a specific law you think will solve the problem 
Day 1: 

· Rough draft of the bill with corrections and peer feedback. 

· Final draft of the bill (or almost at a final draft) on lined paper.  * Some groups will use computers. 
Day 2: 

· Final draft of the bill written neatly on lined paper or computers for select groups.
· Summary of bill written on chart paper with at least 2 images. 

Day 3: 

· You be the President! Now that all of the bills are finalized, you will act as the President and review each bill.  You will either veto or pass each of the bills. 

Bill Ideas

· A law to make it illegal to own more than 3 dogs. 

· A law to lower the drinking age to 18. 

· A law to make it illegal to have a uniform in a public school. 

· A law allow all children over the age of 10 to have a job. 

· A law to make it illegal to talk on the phone while driving. 

· A law to make it illegal to eat while driving. 

· A law to lower the driving age to 15. 

· A law to give free healthcare to all citizens of the USA. 

· A law to increase the taxes on gasoline. 

· A law to increase the taxes on cigarettes. 

· A law limiting class size to 14 in all schools. 
· A law making soda a controlled substance (like alcohol with an age limit) 

· A law making it illegal to text while crossing the street. 

· A law legalizing cloning. 

· A law legalizing waterboarding and other types of torture. 

· A law eliminating pennies 

· A law making abortion illegal 

· A law requiring all sex offenders to have a tattoo to identify themselves in public 

· A law to end the death penalty in all states

· A law to put people in jail for not paying their taxes 

· A law to increase the driving age to 18

· A law to ban junk food in school cafeterias 

· A law to change school hours

· A law to allow students at MHJS to wear hats 

· Or any others that you can think of!

Day 1 Directions: 
1. Choose a bill idea or come up with one on your own. 

2. Review the bill writing template.  Ask the teacher or your partner about any questions or confusions you have. 

3. Begin brainstorming ideas with your partner about your bill, details you want to include, and specific information that will strengthen your point. 
4. Begin writing the bill on lined paper. 

5. When you finish writing the rough draft you should BOTH read it over and make corrections.  Then you should ask Ms. Browne to read it over. 

6. Write final draft 

Day 2 Directions:

1. Finish final draft of your bill. 

2. Write the title of the bill, at least 5 main points, 2 illustrations, and your names on the poster OR select groups will make a PowerPoint. 

3. Staple your final bill (on lined paper) to your poster. 

Day 3 Directions:

1. Visit the 5 best bills and fill out your paper / clicker on whether you would veto or pass it. 
By the end of the 3rd day you should have:

1. A final draft of your bill. (50 points)

2. A poster or PowerPoint (for computer groups) describing the main points of your bill. (50 points)
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	4—Stellar Work
	3—Good Job
	2--OK
	1—What were you doing?

	Quality of Work
	Provides work of the highest quality—neat, organized, complete.
	Provides quality work with some room for improvement.
	Provides work that occasionally needs to be checked/ redone to ensure quality.
	Provides work that usually needs to be checked/ redone to ensure quality.

	Accuracy


	*The work was completely historically accurate. The bill was realistic. 
	*The work included a few historical inaccuracies, but bill was mostly realistic.
	*Answers included several historical inaccuracies. Bill was not realistic. 
	*Answers were more fictional than non-fictional. Bill was not realistic. 

	Time-management
	*Uses time well throughout the class to ensure things get done on time and up to quality
*Group does NOT have to adjust deadlines.
	*Usually uses time well, but the quality of work could have been improved with better use of time.


	*Tends to procrastinate or off-focus which leads to sub-par  work

*Group needs to adjust deadlines because of procrastination/off-task behavior.
	*Does not get things done by the deadlines  

*Group DOES not complete work due to off-task behavior.

	Pride
	*Work reflects this student's/group’s best efforts.
	*Work reflects a good effort from this student/group.

*Some room for improvement
	*Work reflects some effort from this student/group.

*Much room for improvement
	*Work reflects very little effort on the part of this student/group.

	Academic Integrity
	*ALL descriptions are in students own words, demonstrating an understanding of the material.
	*MOST descriptions are in students own words, demonstrating an understanding of the material.
	*SOME descriptions are in own words, but much taken from textbook or other sources
	*Answers are either from another source, or more than 1 group has the same answers.


Rubric

BILL TEMPLATE

Give your bill a number (HR12345 or S123456)

Sponsored by [Student(s) names]

AN ACT TO ___________________________________________________
Section 1. Definitions (1-2 sentences)
In complete sentences, define any word or phrase used in your title that might be confusing. (see example on next page)
Section 2. Purpose (3-5 sentences)


The purpose section simply states concisely why you think the bill should be enacted and why it is important. 
Section 3. Provisions  (8 + Sentences)

This clause is the most important part of your bill. In complete sentences explain exactly what you want to happen and how. What will need to happen in order for your bill to become a law that is fully enforce? What types of changes will need to be made in the community that your bill affects?
Section 4. Penalty Clause (Not everyone will have one!)

This clause is necessary only if your bill makes something illegal. If you are saying some behavior should be called a crime, you must specifically say if it will be considered a misdemeanor or felony. What penalties should people face if they commit the crime?

Section 5. Appropriations Clause ( Not everyone will have one!)

This clause is necessary only if your bill requires the use of money. Indicate the amount of money to be spent and how that amount of money will be raised.
Section 6. Enactment Clause  (1 sentence)

When will your bill go into effect?  Examples include: This bill will become effective 90 days after signature by the President.

Section 7. Safetv Clause. (write exactly what it says below at the bottom of your paper) 
The legislature of the United States hereby finds, determines and declares that this ACT is necessary for the preservation of public health, peace and safety. 

EXAMPLE BILL 

HR #123456 

Sponsored by Alison Browne
AN ACT TO MAKE IT ILLEGAL TO OWN A WEAPON WITHOUT A HIGH SCHOOL DEGREE.
Be it enacted by the House of Representatives of the United States of America.

Weapon, in this case, means any type of firearms.  A high school degree refers to the graduation of an accredited high school in the United States of America. 

This law is highly necessary due to the large number crimes that are committed by people without high school degrees.  Over 65% of all prison inmates for gun related crimes are high school drop outs.  This bill is important because it will make it more difficult for people without a high school degree to attain a dangerous firearm. 

In order to solve this problem, we propose that each state shall strictly regulate their sale of firearms.  All stores that sell guns will need to confirm that the person has in fact graduated from high school.  The person can produce his or her high school diploma or allow the store merchant to contact their high school.  They will need to produce a government issued license that has a matching name as the diploma.  If someone is not able to produce these documents, then they will not be allowed to purchase a gun. 
If someone is caught carrying a gun without a high school diploma, this will be considered a felony in all states.  The person will be arrested immediately and will face time in prison. 
In order to afford this extra work by store merchants, they will receive a tax credit when it comes time for them to pay taxes. 
This bill will go into effect one week after being approved by the President of the United States.

The legislature of the United States hereby finds, determines and declares that this ACT is necessary for the preservation of public health, peace and safety. 

