 AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND

WORLD GEOGRAPHY COURSE SYLLABUS
Maynard H. Jackson High School
	Teacher: Ms. Alison Browne 
	Phone Number: 404-802-5200

	Room Number: 1279
	Email: agbrowne@atlanta..k12.ga.us

	Semester: Spring 2014
	Tutorial Days: Mondays and Wednesdays

	Textbooks: World Geography and Culture Boehm, Richard; Glencoe Publishing Company
	Tutorial Hours: 3:35-4:30pm and by appointment

	Replacement Price: Replacement Cost $ 125.00
	Tutorial Location: Room 1279


Department Philosophy: It is the philosophy of the Maynard H. Jackson High Social Studies department that all children can learn given a nurturing environment incorporating diverse approaches and modalities and operating in the belief that education is a collaborative effort on the part of students, teachers, and parents. It is the goal of the Maynard H. Jackson Social Studies Department to create a lifelong learner with a genuine interest in the subject matter who will be able to survive and thrive in a global world in which they shall live.
Course Description:
World Geography



This course investigates regions of the world and how these regions influence the historical, economical, 
political, and cultural development in an interdependent world.  It includes geographic concepts, physical 
phenomena, and the relationship of people to their environment.  It includes environmental issues and 
requires that students use decision-making skills.  It covers regions, location (position on earth's surface), 
place (Physical and human characteristics), relationships within places, and movement (human interaction 
on the earth).

Couse Schedule:
*** Subject to change at teacher’s discretion 

	Date
	Topic

	Aug 4-7
	Themes in World Geography

	Aug 8-21
	Physical and Cultural Geography SSWG1

	Aug 22- Sept 5 (NO SCHOOL Monday, Sept 1 for Labor Day)
	Physical and Cultural Geography of the United States and Canada SSWG8

	Sept 8-19
	Physical and Cultural Geography of Latin America SSWG

	Sept 22- Oct 3
	Physical and Cultural Geography of North Africa and Southwest Asia

	Oct 6-9
	Review and Exam

	Oct 14-27
	Physical and Cultural Geography of Sub Saharan Africa 

	Oct 28-Nov 10
	Physical and Cultural Geography of Asia

	Nov 11- 21
	Physical and Cultural Geography of Europe and Russia

	Nov 24-28
	No School! Thanksgiving Break

	December 1-12
	Physical and cultural geography of Oceania and Antarctica 

	December 15-19
	Review and Final Exam 


Grading Scale*
	Area
	% of Total
	Area
	% of Total

	Classroom Activities 
	20%
	Homework
	15%

	Projects
	15%
	Tests
	25%

	Quizzes
	10%
	Final Exam
	15%



* Based on established national/international standards for the Advanced Placement and International 
Baccalaureate Programs, these courses are exempted from and/or may make modifications to the system-wide 
grading percentages.  
Required Materials: 
1 3-ring binder 

Binder separators

Writing utensil (pen or pencil)

Loose-leaf paper 

Glue Stick 
** All students must have materials in class by Monday August 11

Classroom Expectations: It is expected that all students will treat others in the class with the respect they 
want returned to them.  Disrespect will not be tolerated and will be dealt with immediately.  Students 
are expected to be in attendance everyday and be early for class.  The Tardy Policy will be enforced.  
Late Assignments: Late assignments WILL be accepted but 10 points will be deducted for every day it is late.
Make-up Policy: Students need to check the homework log, the homework site on the school website,    edmodo  or with other classmates for missed assignments.  All students needing to make up a test will need to 
discuss the make up date with Ms. Browne.  Acquiring all make-up assignments will be the 
responsibility of the student.
Homework: Students will be given a homework assignment at the beginning of the week.  They will be expected to hand in the homework assignment at the final class of the week.  Sometimes weekend homework will be assigned. 
Honor Code: The policy of academic honesty will be held sacred in the classroom and with all assignments. This policy covers the areas of lying about information with the purpose misrepresenting the truth, stealing property without permission violating copyright laws or plagiarizing, and academic dishonesty with regards to giving or receiving  information or assistance on graded work that is supposed to be individual work.  A full disclosure of the Honor Code policy will be signed by all parents and students. 
Conference:  May be scheduled by calling the school to set up an individual conference with teacher. Or by emailing agbrowne@atlanta.k12.ga.us
Affirmation:  By signing below, I affirm that I have received the course syllabus; it has been explained to me by the instructor, and I agree to abide by the guidelines set forth in this syllabus.

----------------------------                                                 ------------------------------
Student Signature                     


  Date
----------------------------------                                                -----------------------------------
Parent / Guardian Signature                                                  Date
Georgia Performance Standards

World Geography

SSWG1 The student will explain the physical aspects of geography.

SSWG2 The student will explain the cultural aspects of geography.

SSWG3 The student will describe the interaction of physical and human systems that have shaped contemporary North 
Africa/Southwest Asia.

SSWG4 The student will describe the interaction of physical and human systems that have shaped contemporary Sub-Saharan Africa.

SSWG5 The student will describe the interaction of physical and human systems that have shaped contemporary South Asia, 
Southeastern Asia, and Eastern Asia.

SSWG6 The student will describe the interaction of physical and human systems that have shaped contemporary Europe.

SSWG7 The student will describe the interaction of physical and human systems that have shaped contemporary Latin America.

SSWG8 The student will describe the interaction of physical and human systems that have shaped contemporary Canada and the 
United States.

SSWG9 The student will describe the interaction of physical and human systems that have shaped contemporary Oceania, including 
Australia, New Zealand, and Antarctica.
